


What you have really done.

Why it matters.

(And how you did it.)



It started with a vision…

1985

Sandra Lawn, Chair

South Grenville EDC

CFP – Community Initiatives Fund

1st Approval in Canada 1987

Sandra S. Lawn Harbour & Marina



A plan…1987
Business Plan - Grenville BDC



A Federal investment… Lori Seeley
Funder Rep, CFP Advocate 

and Friend 



1990 GBDC 1991 GCF 1995 GCDC

A merger…



A few name 
changes…



Strong leadership…
10 Years – Board and Staff 2000



Engaged board members…
20 Years – Board 2010



Dedicated directors…
35 Years – Board and Staff 2025



Bonnie Beaunoyer

General Manager

Heather  Lawless

Executive Director

Katie Nolan

Executive Director

Competent 
staff…



Charlotte McArthur

The One and Only

Financial Administrator

Committed 
to the 
cause…



Ben TeKamp

Business Loans Officer

John Doherty

Business Loans Officer

Mike O’Keefe

Business Loans Officer

Who 
showed up…



Rod Wallace

Business Loans Officer

Darren Gallacher

Business Loans Officer

With 
purpose



Effective representation…
MP, MPP, Municipal Officials 2025



Supporting your work…
MPP, Mayors 2016



Investing in your success
MPP, Municipal Officials 2024



A trusted network of friends and neighbours…

1000 Islands CDC CF Ont., Haliburton, Bancroft and Frontenac CFs



Partners who worked with you…
MPP, United Counties Leeds and Grenville, 1000 Islands CDC



Collaborated with you…
MP, MPP Staff, Small Business Enterprise Centre and 1000 Islands CDC



And danced with you…2015
Celebrating 25 Years at AGM, North Grenville Municipal Centre



Responsive programming…
Celebrating $1Million in EODF Investments 2006 – Waiting for EODP



Significant Federal investment…
$10 Million for 2007-08 EODP



Consistently…

2019



And quickly…

2020



Provincial investment… 
Self Employment Assistance / Benefit Program 2000



For the SEB Program delivered by Ben TeKamp…
“I’m just so proud of you. That’s why I’m choking up.  I don’t give a damn about me retiring.”

Ben TeKamp 2011



Followed by Cathy Gilmer
25 Years of the Self Employment Benefit Program 2015



Empowering entrepreneurs…



With business financing…



And business advice



"Never doubt that a small group of 
thoughtful, committed individuals can 
change the world. Indeed, it's the only 
thing that ever has."

Margaret Mead




